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ELECTORAL REFORM — LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
Statement 

HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.22 pm]: Thank you, President. I am 
looking forward to finally being able to respond to some of the comments made during this morning’s non-government 
business. I particularly note from the start that the motion was moved and thereafter every speaker on the opposing 
side kept trying to get us to speak. I want to put on the record that I stood every single time this morning seeking 
the call but was not given it. I now rise to give the opposition some reality checks, which I do not think they put on 
the record this morning. A few honourable members refused to acknowledge some of the disgraceful acts of the 
opposition on regional representation. 
I would like to start with addressing representation of the regions within one electorate. I have absolutely no doubt 
that the Labor Party will continue to represent regional Western Australia and will have its offices in regional 
Western Australia. However, I have fears that the opposition will not do that because its track record in that space is 
horrendous—absolutely horrendous. I will go through it and I hope honourable members are listening because they 
threw a lot of dirt out this morning but did not cop much of it back. Now we have the opportunity to put it on the record. 
Firstly, Hon James Hayward made a very passionate speech this morning about regional representation, about members 
being in the regions and having their offices in the regions. I am aware of one of Hon James Hayward’s very close 
friends, “Big Nick” Fardell, who is also aligned with the member for North West Central and who was number one 
on the Mining and Pastoral ticket in the 2021 election. Let us be very clear—number one. He was the number one pick 
to represent the National Party in the Legislative Council, which Hon James Hayward seems so concerned about, but 
he is not concerned about the comments this person has made about this place. Let me put this on the record. On 
Monday, 3 May, “Big Nick” was asked on ABC goldfields radio about the review of electoral reform. “Big Nick” said 
that the review did not go far enough because it had ruled out abolishing the Legislative Council. The National Party’s 
number one preselected candidate wanted to abolish this place, yet you stand in this place and talk to us about regional 
representation. I can tell you now that you need a reality check, mate, because your number one on the ticket does 
not even want to have representation from the regions or Western Australia in this house! 
This is going to clarify it for the member, so he should have a good listen because he failed to acknowledge it this 
morning. “Big Nick” said — 

I’m a fan of actually scrapping it. 
It works in other places. We’re the most over represented population in the world. 

He is saying that there is too much representation in this state — 
I’m going to do a petition to say who wants to save $50 million and get rid of 36 politicians … 

Get rid of 36! We are proposing 37 members from one region, yet the member’s party had someone representing 
it who wanted to abolish the upper house and save $50 million. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: That is an absolute disgrace! He also said — 

A lot of the people in the upper house are nameless people and faceless people. So we don’t know about them. 
… 
If you’re going to be fair dinkum, rule that in and have a fair dinkum conversation … it saves $50 million 
a year. I’m sure everyone who pays taxes would like the government to save $50 million a year. 

That is disgraceful! He was the number one candidate on the Nationals’ ticket—part of its little crew—who got 
preselected for the Mining and Pastoral Region. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: I want to mention former member Hon Jacqui Boydell. Her office was in the regions, in 
Port Hedland and then in Karratha, but she got pushed out of the way for this guy who wanted to abolish the house 
he was running for. What a joke! If you want to stand here and talk about regional representation, be honest to the 
constituents; do not lie, mate, because this is so obvious! 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: I can tell you right now that there is more to come. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order! I invite the honourable member to direct his comments through the chair. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Thank you, President. I just got a little passionate after I heard this flow of garbage from 
opposition members this morning. They were goading us into speaking, but we could not get the call, so I am really 
enjoying putting this on the record. 
Now to the Liberal Party. Here we go. This is fun. Let us go back to “The Clan”. The Liberal Party’s own assessment 
in its report, which it has done nothing about because the powerbrokers are still swanning around absolutely free—
there has been no retribution—states — 

An example of the substantial decline in Party memberships is the appalling lack of infrastructure in the 
North-West. That of the 69 branches in the federal seat of Durack, just 14 are constitutional … in the sense of 
having pre-selection entitlements, while another three are otherwise constitutional. Given the constitutional 
number of members for a country branch is ten, there is no excuse for this appalling state of affairs. 

Unbelievable! They cannot even operate a Liberal Party branch, yet they are talking to us about regional representation. 
I find it hilarious! 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Hon Neil Thomson should look back at his member for the Agricultural Region from the last 
term Jim Chown and ask himself this one question: where was the office of the member for the Agricultural Region? 
It was in—wait for it—West Perth! It was in West Perth, members, and that is not the only one. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Is it not hilarious! Do members know why opposition members are so petrified of this 
reform? It is because they cannot put themselves in the regions if there are no regions allocated. 
During the last Parliament, Hon Jim Chown did not have an office in his electorate. But it gets better, members, 
because I did a bit more research about the member who moved the motion. For the benefit of Hansard, I have 
a picture of the homepage of Hon Martin Aldridge’s website when he first started here in the Legislative Council. 
His beautiful memoir states that he is very passionate about the regions. But when you look at his contact details, 
it reads — 

Hon Martin Aldridge MLC 
Member for the Agricultural Region 
Level 1, 8 Parliament Place 
West Perth … 

Oh my God! How many times do we have to point out that the opposition constantly works on fear and loathing! 
Regional Labor Party members have proven that their offices are in the regions and that they listen to their constituents. 
Hon Neil Thomson interjected. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Okay, the Kalgoorlie Miner—good job. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Kyle McGinn. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: Hon Neil Thomson will learn that a quick 15 seconds inside a paper does not make him 
a good politician! 
Throughout this debate, I implore my constituents and the people of Western Australia — 
Hon James Hayward interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Member! No interjections, please, members. 
Hon KYLE McGINN: — do not fall victim to the fear and dribble that comes from the opposition because even 
with the current structure that is in place, members opposite cannot properly represent the regions. Their offices 
are outside the regions. It will be interesting to see how they will operate under the new reform when the electorate 
votes and it is an equal vote and it has an opportunity to vote for parties that are structured, have 500 members and 
have been a party for longer than six months, because this will bring integrity back into the politics. I agree with 
the comments made by the Minister for Regional Development this morning. When members read this report, they 
will see that the minor parties will still play a part in this house—absolutely. It is a shame that the opposition is telling 
lies instead of representing its constituents in the regions. 

Statement 
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HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [5.32 pm]: I also stand to make a member’s statement about the 
Constitutional and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equality) Bill 2021. This morning, Hon Martin 
Aldridge pointed out that because I had not done a Facebook post—I must confess that my hardworking staff 
assist me with social media—apparently it was a sign that I do not support the upcoming bill. I asked my staff 
to clear the decks today. I said, “Be prepared. We might get a lot of inquiries from constituents—phone calls, 
emails, who knows what might come in.” The only inquiries we got were from the media—not a single one of my 
constituents contacted me. Moreover, not a single one of my constituents contacted me when Mia Davies was 
on ABC South West WA a few weeks ago urging people to go to the offices of members who represent the south 
west. I received one email from the president of the Shire of Wagin, who, I believe, might be a former Liberal 
candidate. Unfortunately, under the current system, the Shire of Wagin does not fall under my electorate so I will 
not be responding to that email. I am looking forward to my next term of Parliament when I will be able to represent 
the views of Wagin as well. 
Hon James Hayward told us how busy he is; he is the sole Nationals WA member for the south west. He is right; 
it is a big electorate of 38 000 square kilometres. Of course, it does not compare with the Mining and Pastoral Region 
and the Agricultural Region, but it is still a big electorate. James, as the sole Nationals MP in the south west, 
would indeed be busy. I wonder how much busier he will be when the voters of the south west realise that he is 
their Nationals member, because every time I come to Perth, I drive past a big billboard that says “Nationals” that 
features Hon Mia Davies and Wayne Sanford, who was the Nationals’ candidate for Collie–Preston. Unless it has 
been taken down in the last few days, that billboard is still there. Every time I drive past it, I wonder whether people 
think he got elected because his picture is still up there! You might want to replace it with your picture, James, as 
a local representative. 

Hon James Hayward: I will take that one on board! 

The PRESIDENT: Hon James Hayward. 

Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Sorry; Hon James Hayward. 

If people on this side of the house are wondering whether they recognise that name, Wayne Sanford, before he was 
the candidate for the Nationals WA in Collie–Preston, was the Labor candidate for the federal seat of Forrest before 
he jumped ship to the Nationals. Gosh, what a year to jump ship from the Labor Party. I have it on good authority 
that he was not nearly as good a candidate as the candidate for Forrest in 2010! 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas: Declare a vested interest! 

Hon JACKIE JARVIS: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the interjection. Like me, Hon Dr Steve Thomas 
got elected to this place with a quota of 29 000 votes. The Labor Party received 114 000 first preference votes in 
the South West Region. The Liberal Party received 37 000 primary votes in the South West Region. It was not a good 
year for the Libs in the south west. The attempted greenwashing by the then Leader of the Liberal Party probably 
did not help in Collie. After those 114 000 votes came our way, they got allocated across in the current quota system. 
I got 29 300 votes in my quota and Hon Dr Steve Thomas got 29 300 votes in his quota. He then had to give away 
his extra votes as part of his preference. More than 8 500 votes went to Hon James Hayward. Hon James Hayward 
got his 12 000 primary votes and Hon Dr Steve Thomas then gave him his 8 500 preference votes. Under the 
proposed new system, those 8 500 votes would go into the larger Liberal Party pool. He could give them to one of 
his Liberal Party colleagues who lives in the Mining and Pastoral Region or the Agricultural Region. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Exactly! That is the key. That concept — 

Several members interjected. 

Hon JACKIE JARVIS: President. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon JACKIE JARVIS: That concept is why I will support the electoral reform bill. Unfortunately, all three of 
our Agricultural Region Labor members are out on urgent parliamentary business. 

Hon Stephen Dawson: But the four mining and pastoral ones are here. 

Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Good to see. I know for a fact that Hon Sandra Carr is returning to her electorate on urgent 
parliamentary business. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: And all the south west members are here to support you, member. 

Hon JACKIE JARVIS: Their electorates are where they live and have their offices. Of course, our Agricultural 
Region MPs have offices in the regions, in Esperance, Geraldton and Northam. That will be really crucial. We will 
not abandon the regions, and I will tell members why. It is because no party can get their legislation through this 
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house without getting those regional votes. There are 1.7 million registered voters in Western Australia and more 
than 400 000 in country WA. They are dispersed over a massive landmass. If we do not collect as many of those 
votes as possible, we do not sit here with the balance of power. It is incredibly important that we keep our MPs in 
those regional towns because we need them to gather all those small numbers of votes, such as those 8 500 votes 
that Hon Dr Steve Thomas had to give away to Hon James Hayward. They are all gathered up together. The 
Constitutional and Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Equity) Bill will put more power into WA, because 
any party that ignores those over 4 000 votes in country WA and cannot secure those votes will not get enough 
seats in this house to get their legislation through without doing deals with the opposition or crossbenches. 

Members are crazy if they think this electoral reform will somehow mean that we will ignore regional WA. They 
should get their calculators out—that is what I have been doing—and crunch the numbers, because I am not making 
this up. Country WA is incredibly important to the Labor Party and we will keep our place in country WA. 

Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [5.39 pm]: I, too, want to 
rise to give a brief statement, noting of course others have expressed an interest in doing so. I was in my office 
listening to the contribution of Hon Jackie Jarvis when I heard her mention correspondence that she received from 
the Shire of Wagin president. I, too, received correspondence last night. It was titled “Electoral Suicide”. I found 
that offensive. As the Minister for Mental Health, I do not think it is appropriate for the Shire of Wagin president 
to talk about suicide. I sat in this chamber yesterday and listened to a great contribution from Hon Colin de Grussa, 
who is away on urgent parliamentary business, about mental health. This is a real issue in society. People take 
their lives. To have this joker talk about suicide in a message like that is grossly offensive. Can I say that I am very 
proud to be part of the Labor team that is bringing progressive legislation to this Parliament. Since I was elected 
to Parliament, I have always espoused that we should have one vote, one value. Regardless of where you live in 
Western Australia, your vote should be equal to everyone else’s. That is what I believe and that is what I have always 
believed, so I certainly will not be crossing the floor, not for this joker and not for anyone. I urge the president of 
the Shire of Wagin not to use language like that, because language can have an effect on people. It certainly affected 
me. To talk about suicide in that way is absolutely atrocious. I support this legislation, as do all honourable members 
in this place. We look forward to having a debate in this place. It will be a sensible debate. We will not be using 
words that this joker from Wagin used, which, as I said, are offensive. 

Statement 
HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.41 pm]: I rise this evening to respond to the motion on 
regional representation that was raised in the house yesterday. I was out of the house on urgent parliamentary business 
yesterday and missed the opportunity to respond to that motion, so I will make my views known now. 
It was an excellent motion by Hon Martin Aldridge and I feel compelled to speak, given that my name was called 
out in the report by the Ministerial Expert Committee on Electoral Reform, which was tabled in this place yesterday. 
I was also named by the Premier in the other place during question time, apparently as the reason for this historic 
upper house reform, which I thought was very flattering, but which we all know is untrue. I think that everyone in 
this chamber knows the real reason behind the reform, and I am glad that yesterday and today several media outlets 
posted articles and opinion pieces that see through this lie. 
I would like to put on record the comments of Antony Green in a blog post yesterday. Antony and I typically do 
not see eye to eye and we are certainly not on each other’s Christmas card lists; however, I do find myself agreeing 
with Mr Green in this case. In his latest blog post on electoral reform he said — 

Are the reforms justified by Wilson Tucker … being elected from 98 votes? 
In short, no. The government has been very cute in constantly referring to Tucker’s victory as justification. 

I would also like to point out that Antony Green was consulted by the expert committee on the production of the 
electoral reform report. I think that by now we are all familiar with the words of the Attorney General in a media 
conference yesterday in which he stated that Labor has been waiting 120 years to implement one vote, one value. 
There were grumblings in the previous Parliament about electoral reform, but the only thing that has changed since 
the fortieth Parliament and the Premier’s remarks regarding one vote, one value not being on the agenda is the fact 
that Labor now has majority control of both houses and the ability to ram through this change. 
I want to state, as I have previously, that I am not here to defend group voting tickets. I understand and acknowledge 
that my election to this place exposed a flaw in the current voting system. Do I think that GVTs are flawed and 
should be abolished? Absolutely. I welcome the recommendations by the expert panel on GVTs. I think the expert 
committee did a good job in the short time frame it was given and with the narrow terms of reference with which 
it was provided. I have learnt a saying recently: you do not form a committee unless you know the outcome. That 
is exactly what we are seeing here today. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 16 September 2021] 

 p4068b-4073a 
Hon Kyle McGinn; Hon Jackie Jarvis; Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Wilson Tucker 

 [5] 

The expert committee was given its marching orders, and went on a witch hunt against minor parties and is stacking 
the odds in the government’s favour for the next term of Parliament. I think it is sad and unfortunate, and clearly 
a calculated move by the government, that the conversation about group voting tickets is being conflated with the 
issue of one vote, one value. Mathematically and on paper one vote, one value sounds like a great thing, and is being 
touted as a win for democracy, but in reality this change is at the expense of country WA. 
I would like to point out an article in the Kalgoorlie Miner published today that quoted Hon Kyle McGinn in 
relation to me not speaking for the regions. He said — 

His office is in West Perth and he was living in the US when he got elected … 
Both these points are absolutely true; however, I think the magnifying glass can swing both ways when we talk about 
criticising people for representing regional WA. I think it is entirely appropriate, given the seriousness of this 
reform, to see a consensus vote by this house on this issue. 
Hon Kyle McGinn: How do you tie that in? 
Hon WILSON TUCKER: Loosely! 
I live in Perth, and I have taken several opportunities recently to travel to regional WA, and it is something I plan 
on doing for the next three and a half years. I plan on moving to the regions in the future to meet with people in 
the soon-to-be extinct Mining and Pastoral Region about the issues and opportunities faced in the region. As 
Hon James Hayward pointed out in previous comments, there are a number of complex issues, and I do not think 
anyone honestly believes that this reform will result in better outcomes for country WA. 
There is an act in place that states that if representation in this house is reduced—we have 36 members and if we 
reduce those members—it triggers a referendum, a vote by the people, which I think is entirely appropriate, given 
the seriousness of parliamentary representation. I think the same should be applied to the reduction of regional 
representation in WA. 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
Hon WILSON TUCKER: If is increased, I think that is fine, but if it is reduced I think a referendum is triggered. 
If the government will not hold a referendum on this, I think is entirely appropriate that this house has a conscience 
vote when the bill is introduced into this place. 
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